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Easily my favorite event name of all this year’s Halloween happenings, Hell’s 
Belles will get you ringing with not one but two haunted houses in two possibly 
ghost-visited historic structures in downtown Wilmington. This one’s decidedly 
not for little kids, but if your teenager thinks he or she can face the ghoulish 
music, bring ‘em along. They can even sample some of the fare from the food 
trucks on site, but the adult beverages for sale will be for Mommy and Daddy 
only. Details: 7-11 p.m. Oct. 28 and 6-11 p.m. Oct. 29 at the Bellamy Mansion 
Museum, 503 Market St., and the Burgwin-Wright House, 224 Market St. $25, 
good for both houses. 910-762-0570 or 910-251-3700.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
Hell’s Belles and the Colonial Damned

LIFE Weekend

THE LIST

5 things to do 
at the fair

The Cape Fear Fair & Expo 
opens Friday on the grounds of the 
Wilmington International Airport. 
(I always try to imagine those 
unsuspecting travelers as they step 
out of the terminal and see a giant 
Ferris wheel.)

It’s the same thing every year 
— right? — but we keep going, 
because we loved it as a kid, or so 
we can introduce our own children 
to the odd and magical things that 
can happen in the crisp autumn air 
after the sun goes down.

1. Eat food
Apparently, the big attraction 

at the North Carolina State Fair in 
Raleigh this year was deep-fried 
Jell-o. Fortunately, they won’t have 
any of that fancy, big-city food at 
the Cape Fear Fair & Expo. Just 
good ol’ funnel cakes, french fries, 
pizza, candied apples and the like. 
A few oddities, maybe, but mostly 
they like to keep it traditional.

2. Ride rides
My ride-riding days are long 

behind me, but I can still recall 
having a spiritual experience as a 
child when I prayed to God to make 
the crazy spinning thing I was on 
stop and it did. Whether you’re on 
them, screaming and trying not to 
panic, or watching it all go down 
from afar, it’s a pretty good time. I 
take it back. I would ride the Ferris 
wheel again.

3. Play games
There’s been a lot of talk of 

things being rigged over the past 
few weeks, which brings me to the 
topic of the games at the fair. We 
know they’re not rigged, because 
one of the things you will undoubt-
edly see as you’re ambling around 
the midway is some proud young 
woman carrying around a giant 
stuffed animal won for her by her 
boy- or girlfriend.

4. Witness the animals
There will be goats. Lots of pretty 

chickens. A horse show. And, I’m 
told, Old McNally’s Pig Derby, which 
involves some very cute little pigs 
racing around a pen for your view-
ing pleasure.

5. Experience the agriculture
County fairs, of course, grew out 

of farming. Just revisit “Charlotte’s 
Web” if you don’t believe me. One 
of the cursory pleasures of the fair 
each year is strolling through the 
many exhibits, from award-winning 
vegetables and arts and crafts to 
the educational booths.
—John Staton
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Soul singer Otis Redding’s 
shows at the Whisky A-Go Go 
in the spring of 1966 were just 
about the hottest ticket in town, 
drawing fans and pop music 
heavyweights alike.

“Live at the Whisky A Go Go: 
The Complete Recordings,” a 
new six-CD set released Oct. 21, 
covers seven sets recorded over 
three nights available in their 
entirety for the first time.

Among those performances 
is the previously unreleased live 

version of “Respect,” Redding’s 
song that became an anthem of 
African-American and female 
empowerment after Aretha 
Franklin put her distinctive spin 
on it in 1967.

This new box set expands on 
the two-CD “Otis Redding — Live 
on the Sunset Strip” set released 
in 2010 capturing highlights from 
his stand in L.A. half a century 
ago, itself a more generous look 
at those shows than the original 
10-song single LP released in 

1968, following his death a year 
earlier in a plane crash at age 27.

There’s considerable repeti-
tion of titles on this new track 
list, to be sure. But Redding was 
first and foremost a song styl-
ist, one who never performed a 
song the same way twice. That 
was his gift and, in some cases, 
his curse. It hampered many 
of his television performances 
in an era when singers were 
often required to lip-sync with 
recorded versions, something 

that wasn’t one of Redding’s 
strength.

The sets show little sign of 
uniformity, from a brief six songs 
in the second set of his second 
night’s performance to a 14-song 
workout that closed out the 
Whisky stint with a barrage of his 
own songs plus readings of the 
Beatles’ “A Hard Day’s Night” 
and a treatment of James Brown’s 
“Papa’s Got a Brand New Bag” 
that run past the 10-minute mark.
— Tribune News Service

THE SET

Check out this new 6-CD box set from Otis Redding

The Ferris wheel was made for holding 
hands. STARNEWS FILE
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THE PLAN

Hell’s Belles and the 
Colonial Damned will invade 
two historic Wilmington 
buildings this weekend. 
CONTRIBUTED

Stand-up comedian and actress J.C. 
Coccoli is a spirited gal. She likes to 
do shots, as she says, “because I’m 
from Pittsburgh and I don’t know my 
body weight.” She’ll in be in town 
for two shows that will be a “record-
ing party” for an upcoming album 
during which she’ll regale you about 
all manner of awkward romantic 
encounters. Coccoli is the real deal, 
and she’s got a slew of credits that 
includes appearances on “Chelsea 
Lately,” Comedy Central’s “Key and 
Peele” and VH1’s Best Week Ever. 
Details: 7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. Oct. 28 
at Dead Crow Comedy Room, 265 N. 
Front St., Wilmington. $13. 910-399-
1492 or DeadCrowComedy.com.

FRIDAY 
J.C. Coccoli

They’ve apparently given up on trying to get me to participate in 
this annual fundraiser for Opera House Theatre Co., which, believe 
me, is for the best. That’s because it involves a bevy of lovely and 
talented male beauties getting their drag on and competing for the 
title of Miss Womanless. There will be singing, there will be dancing 
and there will be lots and lots of hair, not all of it confi ned to the 
head. Details: 8 p.m. Oct. 29 at Thalian Hall, 310 Chestnut St., Wilm-
ington. $25. 910-632-2285 or ThalianHall.org.

SATURDAY
Womanless Beauty Pageant

Rootsy Missouri blues, rock and soul band The Hooten Hallers will 
headline this annual Halloween throwdown. Zombiefest used to 
be held on the semi-down-low in an industrial space off Burnett 
Boulevard, but it’s moved to the much classier environs of Waterline 
Brewing this year. The Hooten Hallers are masters of a sound that 
can range from leg-shakingly propulsive, like George Thorogood, to 
a drunken, Tom Waits-ian lurch. The band includes one-time Wilm-
ington musician Kellie Everett on baritone and bass sax, and Everett 
will also join with Travis Burdick for a reunion of the original lineup 
of garage rock act Deadly Lo-Fi. Wilmington psychobilly band The 
Phantom Playboys and Winston-Salem rockers Viva Le Vox round 
out the bill. Costumes strongly encouraged for this one. Details: 6 
p.m. Oct. 29 at Waterline Brewing, 721 Surry St., Wilmington. $15.

SATURDAY
ZombieFest

Just because it’s the Halloween time of year doesn’t mean that 
everything you do has to be spook-themed. Local: Art + Ideas, 
a Wilmington “cultural think tank” that supports and promotes 
regional artists, presents this exhibit of lovely abstract drawings by 
Cheryl Kent. Details: Opening reception is 5-8 p.m. Oct. 29 at Ward 
Hair, 3333 Wrightsville Ave. 917-374-7516.

SATURDAY
“Cheryl Kent: Drawings”

There’s no 
telling who’s 
a woman and 
who’s not at 
the Woman-
less Beauty 
Pageant, set 
for 8 p.m. 
Saturday at 
Thalian Hall in 
WIlmington. 
The event is a 
fundraiser for 
Opera House 
Theatre Co. 
CONTRIBUTED 

Stand-up comic J.C. Coccoli. 
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