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Brandon Guthrie: Drawings + Paintings + Sculptures 

Opening Reception: Saturday, June 3, 2017, 5-8 pm 

Project Dates: Saturday, June 3, 11-8 and Sunday, June 4, 12-6 

at Steele Music Studios, 7946 Market Street, Wilmington, NC 28411 

 

 

LOCAL: art + ideas is pleased to present new works by Brandon Guthrie.  Guthrie was born in 1982 on Harkers 

Island, NC, and received his MFA from Western Carolina University, and his BA from UNCW. He currently 

resides in Wilmington, NC.  

 

Guthrie’s drawings, paintings, and sculptures feature imaginary “things” rendered under the guise of the 

aesthetics of science. His pictorial works are reminiscent of the botanical, biological and mechanical drawings 

of pre-photographic practices and observational fieldwork.  Like his scientific colleagues, Guthrie relies on 

pen, ink and watercolor to record and illustrate.  Yet Guthrie’s specimens are artist-generated. In a mock 

scientific exploration that relies on the heft of the readymade and the investigative impulse of a di Vinci 

drawing, Guthrie assembles found materials into sculptures that he then records in drawings. Inversely, he 

also creates sculptures based on the faux-observational drawings.  The resulting works are both generated 

creations from the artist’s mind and exploratory engagements with the outside world.   

 

As Guthrie writes:  “The work evolves out of my early conceptual machine studies and diagrams.  As these 

studies and diagrams progressed, I created found object sculptures to use as models for more refined 

illustrations, some mechanical, some organic. This process then was reversed, and sculptures were created 

using drawings to inform them.  …  The drawings and sculptures both serve as `sketches.’” 

 

The art seems at once functional and fantastic. Occasional explanatory text in the drawings masks clear 

meanings. Lack of scale furthers this intentional ambiguity: are we witnessing microscopic or gargantuan 

entities?  And titles can be nonsensical, derived from a friend’s impressions of the work and then doused 

with Latin, German and Greek roots.  This irresolution is paramount to audience participation: “Since I 

intentionally leave the works in what I consider to be a partially realized state, the audience can engage with 

their own thought process to fill in the gaps of perception.  In this way, the pieces evolve and serve as living 

documents, open to suggestion. The work renders itself in the viewer’s mind as a possibility or suggestion 

rather than a product.” 

 

Commentary on artist practices infiltrate the work too, in that Guthrie’s display methods further toy with the 

intersection of art with science and life. He mounts the drawings with specimen pins so that the drawings 

self-consciously become like the specimens they depict. But then, the drawings are mounted on framed 

fabric canvases that immediately pronounce themselves as “art.” The use of the pins points to (pun intended) 

and crystallizes the rich conceptual and formal intentions that give Guthrie’s art its singular beauty and 

eccentricity. 

 

For information, please contact Beth Handler Riebe, beth@local-art-ideas.com. 
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ABOUT  LOCAL 

LOCAL is a cultural think tank based in Wilmington, NC, that explores artistic talent and ideas flourishing 

outside of larger metropolitan areas and cultural networks.  We promote regional artists and introduce their 

work to new audiences nearby and nationally through a variety of programming, including private art 

viewings, site-specific installations, and temporary and online exhibitions. LOCAL champions non-hierarchical 

approaches to artistic production and multiple art historical trajectories. 

Beth Handler Riebe founded LOCAL in 2013. Beth worked in the NYC art world for twenty years, with 

curatorial stints at The Museum of Modern Art, the Whitney Museum of American Art, the Yale University 

Art Gallery, and the Paula Cooper Gallery. She also served as an art consultant to Donald B. Marron (one of 

ARTnews’ top 200 collectors). She is a Trustee at the Cameron Art Museum and occasionally teaches art 

history at UNCW.  Beth received a BA from Oberlin College, and an MA and a PhD. from Yale University, with 

all three degrees in art history. She and her family moved to Wilmington in 2010. 


